Book Reviews by Naidu, Claudia
-
2 Mei 1959 S.A. TYDSKRIF VIR GENEESKUNDE 387
'n baie aangename middag op 'n plaas deurgebring het. In die
. at1d was daar 'n besondere genoeglike dinee by die Motel net
~lIltekant Beaufort-Wes. Die span het hy die plaaslike kollegas
!
'nnulle huise oorgebly en die Sondag na Kaapstad teruggekeer.
* * *
Eihibition of Shell Craft. Dr. Morris J. Cohen, of Durban, who
r~tly returned from a trip to the Far East and Japan, will
hold an exhibition of his sheIl-craft hobby entitled 'Shell magic',
in the foyer of the Public Library, Johannesburg, from 4-15 May.
The exhibition is sponsored by the Africana Museum and will
be opened by the Hon. Colin Stamp. Many of the new figures
will have eastern motifs and will embody rare and beautiful
shells from Japan, the Philippines, Okinaw~, and Zanzibar.
Admission to the exhibition is free. Or. Cohen will be pleased
to meet medical colleagues, their families and friends, and to see
his former professional associates from Johannesburg.
BOOK REVIEWS: BOEKBESPREKINGS
LANDMARKS IN THE HISTORY OF HYGIENE
Landmarks in the History of Hygiene. By Henry E. Sigerist,
M.D., D.Litt., LL.D., D.Se., F.R.C.P. pp. ix+78. 4 illustra-
tions. 12s.6<I. London, New York, Toronto: Oxford Univer-
sity Press. 1956.
A book by Sigerist is an event, and this book is no exception.
Id his first chapter he deals with Galen's Hygieina, which was
written soon after the death of Marcus Aurelius and was a work
oi 6 volumes. He points out that its scope was very similar
td the Golden Age of the Greeks.
The 2nd chapter deals with a popular book in the Middle
Ages, Regimen Sanitatis Salernitatum, setting out the views of"
me school of SaIerno and of which 'it has been estimated that
were must be between 500 and 1,000 editions, translations and
r~prints'. The 3rd chapter deals with the quest for long life in
tlte Renaissance, while the 4th touches on the life and writings
of Johann Peter Frank, a pioneer in Social Medicine.
Finally Dr. Sigerist described the changing pattern of medical
ciTe in a changing world.
This book is made up of the Heath Clark lectures of 1952
. delivered by the author at the London Sehool of Hygiene and
TropicaI Medicine of the University of London.
A.H.T.
PATHOLOGY
Pathology. 3rd edition. Edited by W. A: D. Anderson, MA.,
M.D., F.A.C.P., F.C.A.P. Pp. xv+I402. 1,294 illustrations
and 1I colour plates. South African Price, £6 16s. Od. St.
Louis: The C. V. Mosby Company. 1957.
In this edition of Anderson the format has changed very little
from the previous one. The content and presentation are much
the same except for certain additions. Notable amongst these is
the addition of two new chapters. The chapter on the pituitary,
previously written by John E. Kraus, has been completely re-
written by Dorothy Russell, and that on the female genitalia,
CORRESPONDENCE
PROTECTION FOR FULL-TIME MEDICAL PERSONNEL
1'0 the Editor: Some time ago the Federal Council considered
tb.e question of the protection of full-time medical personnel,
Particularly those employed in the Government Service. The
!"hatter was referred to the Central Health Services and Hospitals
(::OOrdinating Council, on which the Central Government and the
Provincial Administrations are represented as constituent bodies,
I have now received a letter from the Secretary of that Council
Vvhich states 'that the abovementioned matter was recently
3.gain considered by the Council, and it was decided that the last
Sentence of the resolution, viz. "They accept their own responsi-
t,ility" should be deleted.
'The resolution now reads as follows: ''That the Medical Asso-
qiation of South Africa be informed that the contents of their
l<etter were referred to the constituent bodies who have com-
rnented that their medical personnel are not insured against any
qivil actions which might be brought against them." ,
[n the circumstances. I would again advise all full-time medical
()fficers, who are employed liy these Administrations, to see that
they are adequately protected against civil actions which might
~ ~rought against them as a result of the exercise of their pro-
esslOn.
The Association has made arrangements with 2 organizations
written previously by Waiter Sehiller, has also been rewritten by
A. T. Hertig and Hazel Mansell. Both are excellent contributions
and must enhance the value of this already outstanding book.
In the chapter on the adrenal, Gorman Hills collaborating with
W. A. D. Anderson replaces J. A. Saxton. By including the many
advances in adrenal pathology that have been made since the
publication of the previous edition, this chapter too has virtually
been rewritten.
The following are other less obtrusive additions. In the chapter
on virus diseases there is now included a few paragraphs on the
A.P.c. and ECHO (Orphan) Viruses. In the chapter on cardio-
vascular diseases there are additions to the pathology of rheum-
atic fever and to the pathology of the heart in dietary and de-
ficiency diseases; the aetiology of arteriosclerosis has been brought
up to date with a~ detailed survey which includes contributions
that have come from South Africa; and there are additions to
the pathology of arteritis. In the chapter on the kidney to general
changes encountered in uraemia have now been included. And in
the chapter on blood diseases much of the information on the
haemolytic anaemias is also new. Further, 50 new illustrations
have been included in the new edition. Many of the references
have been brought up to date, and it is interesting to note that
some of these are of the same year of publication as the new
edition-1957. It is significant that though these alterations are
mainly in the form of additions yet the size of the book has not
increased appreciably; the new edition contains only 9 pages
more than the previous one.
Since its first publication in 1948 Anderson has come to occupy
a unique position, which this 3rd edition maintains. It has become
an indispensable book of reference to pathologists, because it is
the only modem text-book which gives a detailed account of the
pathology of all organs. For similar reasons postgraduate students
in all spheres of medicine have come to regard it as a standard
work on pathology. Perhaps for the undergraduate it exceeds




to provide protection-the Medical Protection Society of London
and the Atlas Assurance Company. Further information may be
obtained from the Association's office, P.O. Box 643, Cape Town.
Medical House A. H. Tonkin
35 Wale Street Secretary
Cape Town
21 April 1959
THE DISEASE OF ROAD ACCIDENTS
To the Editor: Mr. J. G. du ToiCs article1 on the above subject
has my whole-hearted support. People are mainIed and killed
daily. FanIilies are wiped out, the reality and security they knew
are suddenly shattered and their labours, efforts and planning
wasted. This ever-growing threat to life, limb, security and sanity,
this violence and murder unleashed on the innocent road users
in time of peace, calls for decisive action. There has been enough
talking. For all we have done as a profession to prevent this
disease, we can hang our heads in shame.
This endemic disease, far more devastating than the most
formidable epidemic diseases, has other profound effects on oUT
society. Our morality has deteriorated to such an extent that we
tolerate with apathy and indifference this state of unchecked
violence and murder on our highways and by-ways.
